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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IS THE FOUNDATION STONE OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

THE ORRINGTON TEA PARTY
1978 — Orrington's Assessors, Virgil
Crook, Helen Tupper and Richard Kenney
were growing increasingly concerned.
Orrington's valuation as assessed and
established by the Assessors was not
keeping pace with what the State con
sidered its real valuation.
The State
had become very much involved with
local valuation as a result of LD 1994
which was based on local valuations.
In order to be equitable State wide,
local valuations had to be equitable.
And so the State mandated - a minimum
assessment ratio at 70% by 1979 and
thereafter.
In 1978 the Assessors
had included in the warrant an article
requesting $25,000 for a revaluation.
This was necessary, they argued, to
meet state requirement. NO said the
Town Meeting.

ORRINGTON GARDEN CLUB
The Garden Club, who are planning a
flower show for August 20, held a
workshop August 12 at the William
Ackler home on the Johnson Mill Road.
Clee Miller of Bailey Island, who is
State Flower Show Chairman, led the
meeting, going through the schedule
step by step, making typical arrange
ments for each section in the Design
categories, and then answering ques
tions and helping the members attempt
their own arrangements in practice for
the big show. Most members will be
entering at least one arrangement in
the show, but there are still several
openings for anyone who would like to
try her or his skill in arranging.
If
you are interested, just contact any
garden club member for information.
And remember, in the horticultural
division, anyone may bring in a blos
som, branch of a tree or shrub, potted
plant or vegetable from their garden
and enter it. We welcome your entries.
Bring them to the Masonic Hall Wednes
day, August 20th as early in the morn-

And, the Town Meeting said more — by
petition and a favorable vote at Town
Meeting it was recommended "that
Orrington -ants its property tax as
sessment done by its Assessors who are
the properly elected agents of the
Town.; and "that the ratio of assessed
value to market value of property be
maintained at State mandated level,
Also, that the ratio be no higher and
in effect no sooner than required by
law".
That same Town Meeting re
elected Virgil Crook as Assessor for
three years. He ran unopposed.
In May of that year in a special elec
tion Virgil Crook's wife, Wilhelmena
was elected Assessor, defeating Lewis
Allen. The special election was to
replace Kenney who resigned. Many
comments have been heard about hus-

ing as possible, as the judging starts
at noon, and none will be accepted
after that.
Annuals permissible are Asters, Mari
golds, Petunias, Snapdragons, Calen
dulas, Zinnias, or any other annual
not listed here.
Perrennials are: Gloriosa Daisy, Day
lily, Phlox, Roses.
Corms, Tubers and
Root flowers are: Dahlias, Glads and
Tuberous Begonia.
House plants may include just about
anything.

August 16, 1980

band/wife Assessors.
Town Meeting
had a choice, and made it.
So be it.
In November of that year another
special election was held, this time
to fill the unexpired term of Helen
Tupper.
Lewis Allen defeated John A
Travis.
The term expired in March
of 1979, and when Allen ran for reelection, he was defeated by Leroy
McCormack.
Meanwhile, following the defeat of
their request for revaluation, the
Assessors met with the Board of Select
men and a State taxation official, to
discuss the possibilities available to
bring the Town's valuation up to a
level acceptable to the State. A fullscale revaluation was one possibility
but, according to the State man, not
necessarily required.
The quality of
assessment wasn't too far out of line,
but the Town, across the board, was
grossly undervalued.
As an alternative
to revaluation, the State representa
tive suggested the Town might consider
doubling all valuations. Where there
were inequities, these would be even
more-pronounced, and the Assessors
could identify the inequities by
category (for instance, new homes would
be too high). The Assessors could
factor them down (or up) to bring them
into line with the more current values.
But, responded the Assessors, "we
have neither the time nor the expertise"
for an undertaking of that magnitude.
The answer then was professional help.
A person or organization to work with
Orrington's Board of Assessors to
institute the "tax equalization".

Berried Shrub, branch not over 30"
Fruited Tree, branch not over 30"
Evergreen, branch not over 30".
Vegetables include Squash, Tomato, 3,
Beans, 6 pods, Beets, 3, and 3 of
carrots, cukes potatoes or any other
vegetable not listed here.

When the 1979 Town Meeting rolled
around, the Assessors asked for an
additional $10,000 for the "Tax Equali
zation".
"Yes" said the Town Meeting.
By the time the year was out, the
Assessors had spent $1,581 more than
their $5,000 salary appropriation.
Further, they were asking for an
annual appropriation of $12,000 for
salaries, this after the $10,000 of
1979 for the equalization. Again the
tax payers anted up.
Finally, on July 23, Orrington property
owners got what they had paid for —
statements of assessed value were
delivered.
"Hell knows no fury like
a taxpayer overassessed." Property
owners compared their assessments ,
like war stories, each seeming to
outdo his neighbor, if not with his
own assessment, with one he'd heard of.
On August 4th at a meeting called by
Burt Hatlen to discuss the implica
tions of land valuation on the future
of the town with respect to Planning
and growth, sixteen citizens met.
After considering various avenues in
cluding recall or a class-action
against the Assessors, it was decided
to draw up a petition asking for a
Special Town Meeting.
The petition
read as follows:
We, the undersigned, request the Board
of Selectmen to call a SPECIAL TOWN
MEETING at the earliest legally-
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permissible date, to vote on the fol
lowing articles:
Whereas, according to law the Asses
sors have a legal obligation to assess
all property fairly; and
Whereas, a fair valuation is defined
by law as the price a reasonable buyer
will pay a reasonable seller; and
Whereas, many of the new valuations
established by the Board of Assessors
this year exceed fair market value
under this definition, Resolved:
1. To see if the Town will vote to
reject the Town assessment presented
by the Board of Assessors on July 23,
1980, and to require the Board of
Assessors to prepare tax bills for the
current tax year based upon the 1979
valuation, with all such valuations
doubled, and excessive valuations then
adjusted down to fair market value.
2. To see if the Town will vote to
charge the Board of Selectmen to es
tablish a committee to draw up a set
of proposals for the assessment of all
property in Orrington, in a manner that
will ensure the best interests of the
Town, this committee to present such
proposals to the 1981 Annual Town Meet
ing.
If approved by the Town, this
valuation system will then be binding
upon the Assessors.
At the Selectmen's Meeting August 11,
the petitions with 265 signatures were
presented.
August 25th was set as a
date for the Special Town Meeting.
Previous to the Town Meeting the Se
lectmen will try to find out from the
Town Legal Counsel answers to the
following questions:
Does Sec. 201.6
of the Charter of the town prevail?
201.6 concerns the powers of Town
Meeting and states in part, "It may
also abolish or alter the functions of
any town agency, department, or office,
except as the powers and duties of such
bodies are established by state
statute or by this charter.
Can the
Town Meeting establish standards and
procedures for assessing? Does the
Town Meeting have any other means
except appropriations and election of
controlling the Assessors?
Whatever the answers may be, Town
Meeting or "The Orrington Tea Party"
is certain to be lively - August 25th
at Center Drive School.
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The assessors seem obsessed with the
Town Meeting vote that recommended
that the assessing be done by Orring
ton Assessors — however, they are
merely playing with words.
If you
take the square foot measurements of
a home and send those measurements to
Portland, and if in Portland a dollar
figure is attached as the assessed
value — then I say the assessment is
done in Portland by Patten Appraisals.
While the assessors seem obsessed with
the Town Meeting vote recommending that
they do Orrington's assessing, they
choose to be totally oblivious to the
second article passed at that same
Town Meeting -"that the ratio of
assessed value to market value of
property be maintained at State mandated
level; also, that the ratio be no higher
and in effect no sooner than required
by law." State statute requires that
towns maintain a ratio of 70% by 1979
and thereafter.
Considering various
sales in progress and pending that I
have heard about , I believe (neophyte
that I am) the town must be assessed
somewhere around 120% of market value.
In my own personal dealings with the
Assessors and in discussions with
others, I have found that no one is
responsible for anything.
i.e. my
typewriter - valuation $680. Actual
market value according to IBM 300350 (mint condition). I schedule an
appointment for a hearing.
According
to the representative of Patten Ap
praisals, "It is grossly over-valued"
but she cannot do anything about it.
She doesn't have the authority.
Several days later in a discussion
with all three Assessors, they say,
shaking their heads in unison, "that's
way out of line" (but they can't
make the adjustment.
The other they
are responsible for that. The same
is true of land values.
"The land
committee is responsible for those
figures. We can't change that!" The
"land committee" acted as a sounding
board only and had no authority and
never approved or disapproved anything.
And, after their third and final meet
ing, the figures they had discussed
were altered.
I very much object to a gross altera
tion in my valuation without someone
looking at my property.
Less than
50% of the homes were visited in con
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nection with this "tax equalization".
And finally, when at Town Meeting I
voted for a tax equalization, I cer
tainly wasn't voting for a revaluation,
but that is exactly what I got.
One of my concerns with being over
valued (even if all properties were
equitably assessed) is the effect
valuation plays in school subsidy.
For 1979 the total local appropriation
for education was based upon a
subsidy index (established by the State
Legislature) of .010 mils multiplied by
the state valuation of Orrington
(38,450,000 for 1979-80) plus local
leeway @ $125 per student.
If we
as a community set our valuation at
greater than the state previously
set it, do you realistically think they
will consider a lesser figure? As our
valuation increases so does our local
appropriation for education up to a
point where conceivably we could pay
100% of the cost of education in our
town.
(Presently we pay less than 50%).
Likewise, County tax is based in part
on municipal valuation.
As a municipality, we are caught
"between a rock and a hard place".
I
feel we have been issued a very inac
curate and inflated valuation.
To me,
it is unacceptable. But, how much
longer can we continue to provide even
the most essential services without
income.
If property owners would
make a united effort to pay at least a
portion of their anticipated property
tax, some of the urgency of the situa
tion could be alleviated.
Only the
worst of all possible solutions can
result from failing to allow ample time
for an "equalization" of what has been
issued along with a decrease in land
assessments. While the tax dollars
needed to be raised will remain the
same, an 85% valuation across the board
is a much smaller pill to swallow.
Joan C. Howard

ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW
After all the screaming let us think a
bit. Our Board of Assessors have just
completed (but not really) a very
hard job. They did not want to go this
route but Town Meeting gave them no
choice. A few years back a percentage
could have been added but that met
with opposition.
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Our Assessors have neither the time
or expertise to carry out a full re
valuation or equalization program.
They asked Town Meeting for a revalua
tion and that was refused.
Finding
their ratio falling lower each year, a
new concept was initiated whereby the
Assessors would be working hand-in-hand
with an appraisal firm. This program
was approved because our Assessors
would be doing all the house inspec
tions plus keeping the cost down.
The job is not complete, and here the
Assessors have erred. Before values
were sent out to Orrington taxpayers,
all alnd should have been checked and
adjusted for topo, type, etc., and
all buildings checked and adjusted for
obsolescence and the sales checked
with assessment.
But, hindsight is
better than foresight.
These adjust
ments are now being made.
As a member of the land value committee
our suggestions was to value all land
over twenty acres at $150 an acre.
This, of course, would be adjusted for
swamp, wasteland, etc. The Assessors
altered our decision, but that is their
right.
To go back to last years valuations,
doubled, would only compound inequities,
and the time involved to adjust the
values would be costly to our town.
I
believe we should go with our adjusted
new cost schedules.
This should, when
final totals are in, lower the town's
valuation.
To help keep our town solvent, it
would not do us any harm to make a
partial payment on 1980 taxes.
Helen Tupper
SENIOR CITIZENS
Eighteen Senior Citizens met at the
Fairground Rec. Room August 12 for a
potluck luncheon. After a short
business meeting conducted by Sadie
Green, a social hour was held. The
next meeting will be August 26, and
at that time election of officers will
be held. All members are urged to be
present.

DEADLINE for the next issue of the
Gazette is Tuesday, August 26th.

QUALITY - SERVICE AND PRICE
P H O N E 989-7438

O R R IN G T O N

It appears that Orrington will be hav
ing a special town meeting concerning
the revaluation.
This effects all of
you.
I hope everyone will attend this
meeting and take a critical look at
what we are doing before it is too late.

TAX EVALUATION - VALID?
I am very concerned about the recent
property revaluation or tax equaliza
tion as it is also called.
As a real estate broker with knowledge
of property value our tax assessors
asked me, as well as five or six others,
to meet with the assessors and Patten
Appraisal Company (the company doing
Orrington's revaluation).
The purpose
of the meetings was to establish the
present fair market value of raw land.
- See the last issue of the Gazette.
Through various methods and in the
course of three meetings the following
values of: $500 for the first 10 acres;
$300 for the next ten acres, and $150
for each remaining eacr, were estab
lished .
In retrospect, I believe the established
values may have been somewhat high.
However, upon receiving my tax bill, I
find the figure of $200 is now being
used to assess the value of back land.
This represents a 33% increase above
what was recommended by the committee.
Furthermore, I think we may be setting
a dangerous precedent.
A substantial
increase in the valuation of land and
subsequent increase in land taxes may
result in the forced sale of land that
would lead to the very fast, largescaled development we have all tried
to avoid.
Perhaps, even more important, is the
fact that the artificially high prop
erty valuation in Orrington has re
sulted in a total town valuation
$11,749,910 more than the state
evaluation of $58,250,000 - a 20%
increase or in other words $69,999,910.
With this higher valuation the state
can cut various subsidy payments which
will result in higher taxes to pay for
the subsidy cutbacks.

PETE H E RRICK and
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TUESDAY - August 19th
The Orrington Womens Club is
sponsoring a Field Day of Children's
Games and Relays for 0 - 1 2 year olds.
This will take place from 9:30 till
11 a.m. at the Garden Pond Nursery &
Pools on the Main Road, and will
include a Baby Parade with costumes
to be jedged, Bike Decorating Contest
for the most original and the most
attractive, Toddlers Activities, Relays
and Tug-of-War.
Cold drinks wTill be
served but no prizes.
Photos will be
taken of the participants.
Rain date
will be Thursday, August 21st, same
time & place.
The Orrington Senior Citizens
will again sponsor the Azubah Freeman
Ryder dash through the woods. It
starts at the Allen Farm on Rte. 15
at 10 a.m.

The annual East Orrington
Congregational Church supper will
feature Turkey Pie this year with gravy,
hot biscuits, cranberry sauce, mashed
potatoes, string beans, tomatoes &
cucumbers, assorted cakes, tea and

the town of Orrington
120% valuation, why
when all that is
It makes no sense for
than is required.

coffee, There will be two settings 5:00 and 5:30 and prices are $3.50
for adults and $2.00 for children.

FOR MEN AND WOMEN

825-4515

SONS

THE JET DINER
River

MONDAY - August 18th
Chicken Pie Supper at the 1.0.
O.F. Hall sponsored by the First
United Methodist Women.
Supper will
be served from 5:30 until 7 p.m.
The price for adults is $3.50 and
for children under 12, $1.75

WEDNESDAY - August 20th
The Orrington Garden Club
Flower Show takes place at the Masonic
Hall.
From 2:00 to 6:00 P.M. Tea
will be served from 3:00 to 5:00.
Admission is $1 for adulst and 50q for
students.

'

CINDY and

OLD HOME WEEK

The South Village Fair sponsored
annually by the members of the C.C.
Club will be held - all day at the
club house.

This year the tax rate is anticipated
to be $9.63 per thousand. With re
duced state subsidies I have cause to
wonder what next year's mil rate will
be - $20.00 per thousand?
In my opinion,
is at least at
are we at 120%
needed is 70%?
us to pay more

Jim Stoneton

- 6 p.m.
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FOR TWO
FIRST CUT - $3.50 - SECOND CUT - $1.75
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FRIDAY - August 22nd
Orrington men, in costume,
will row across the Penobscot River to
warn Hampden residents. Time and
place of departure to be announced.
SATURDAY - August 23rd
The Battle of Hampden - Orring
ton men to take part.
T.O.P.S. CLUB #48
T.O.P.S. Club #48 had a most interes
ting speaker at their August 4th
meeting. Helen Cossette, of "Helen's
House Plants" of the Field's Pond
road, spoke on cacti and succulents,
showing a wide variety of the exotic
plants from her extensive greenhouse
collection.
She gave many helpful
tips on care of house plants, and re
marked that the fad for terrariums
seems to be over, now. This is be
cause the moist environment let to
rotting and other problems.
"Plants
need some fresh air," said Helen, add
ing that she opens her greenhouse for
a short while every day, even during
the winter, to provide circulation of
fresh air.
Members bought several fascinating
varieties of succulents, and one mem
ber, who had confessed that she never
liked them before, was seen going out
with a whole garden of beautiful little
plants. A convert if we ever saw one.
Queens for the week were Etta McLain
and Lisa Phillips, with a loss of 3h
lbs. each. The queen for the week of
August 11 was Helen Clark, with a
loss of 3 3/4 lbs.
We are trying for a "No-gain" night,
amybe next meeting.
There will be a
backward weigh-in that night, the 18th,
and the program will be Amateur Night.
CLASSIFIED

ON WE E K E N D S

IA M trm

Beano will be played at the
VFW Hall in South Orrington sponsored
by the Brewer Lyons Club. The games
start at 7:00 p.m.

--

8 25- 3850

--

Could you spare an hour and a half a
week for something that's fun and
satisfying? Meals for Me. needs a
driver starting September (Mondays).
If interested please call Kay
Stanchfield at 825-4951.

HELP WANTED - Teacher Aide Position
(Title I) available starting September
1980 at Blake School in South Orring
ton. For an application call the
Superintendent of Schools, Bucksport
at 469-7311.
Applications must be
received at the Supt.'s office no
E.O.E.
later than 8/22/80.

YOUNG ORRINGTON COUPLE seeking land
to buy in the area. We would like to
purchase a homestead site of between
10 and 20 acres with fields and woods.
Please call 825-3600 after 7 p.m.

ALBERT L. GLIDDEN, JR.
A1 Glidden was killed in a tractor
accident late in the forenoon of Aug
ust 8th. At the time of his death he
was operating a tractor with a bucket
loader, moving earth at his Swetts
Pond lot. The tractor flipped over,
crushing him beneath it. He was
killed instantly. The tractor caught
fire and burned. The Orrington Fire
Department responded.
A1 Glidden was a hard-working and
honest man, loved by his family and
many friends. He enjoyed flying as a
hobby, and he and his wife were build
ing a home on the shore of Swetts
Pond where he could land his plane.
He was born in Brewer on July 13, 1924,
the son of Albert L. Sr. and Grace
(Sugden) Glidden. He was employed at
the St. Regis Paper Co. in Bucksport.
He is survived by his mother, Grace
Glidden of the Fowler Road; his wife
Arlene (Howard) Glidden of Swetts Pond
Road; one son, Reginald, of Bucksport;
two daughters, Mrs. Charlotte Loew
of Plaistow, N.H., and Mrs. Sugene
Gavrisheff of Portland; one sister,
Virginia Glidden of Bangor; one aunt,
Elizabeth Crook of Orrington; five
grandchildren and neices and nephews.
Burial was Sunday in Dean Hill Cemetery.
LIBRARY NEWS
Acrylics and Pencil sketches by Jim
Brown of the Betts Road, Orrington
are now being displayed through the
month of August.
The Orrington Public Library will be
sponsoring an Amateur Photography
Contest through the month of October.
Entries must be submitted by Septem
ber 30th and must be mounted on a
sturdy backing and ready to be hung.

Photos must be no smaller than 5" x 7"
and must fall into one of the follow
ing categories: Nature, People,
Animals, Architecture. Winners will
be chosen from each category. Judging
will be by public balloting from
October 1 - 2 0 .
All ages welcome to
enter this contest which is open to
Orrington residents only.
See the
librarian for details or if you have
questions.
The Summer Reading Program is progres
sing nicely.
Children are reminded
that the contest will end August 22nd.
Twenty-five books must be completed
by that day in order to win. All
participants are invited to join the
party which will be given that day
at 2:00 P.M. to award the winners
their prizes and congratulate all
readers on their achievements.
Re
freshments and a short movie will
round out what should be an hour-long
affair.

KEEP MAINE SCENIC AWARD
At the Selectmens' meeting Monday,
August 11, Bob Guyette for the Orring
ton Conservation Commission accepted
the Keep Maine Scenic Trophy sponsored
by the Sears Roebuck Company in coopera
tion with the Governor's Commission to
Keep Maine Scenic and the Maine Depart
ment of Economic Development.
There
to present the trophy, a beautiful
silver bowl plus accompanying prize
money of $500, were Jane Frost, coor
dinator of the Keep Maine Scenic Com
mittee from the Department of Conserva
tion and Peter LeKouses, manager of
the Sears store at Bangor Mall.
The award was presented to Orrington
for the work done by the Conservation
Commission at the Olin Richardson
Tract.
Bob Guyette authored a bro
chure on the self-guiding nature trail
blazed by Arthur Randall. These bro
chures are available at the Town Hall,
Library and schools; and can be ob
tained from any member of the Orrington
Conservation Commission.
Also, Wayne Lobley blazed a splendid
trail on the Richardson property for
his Eagle Scout project which helped
a great deal in winning this award.
Orrington has reason to be proud of
this fine award. The silver bowl can
be seen at the Town Hall and will be
displayed in other public places during
the year.

Summer S e r vi c e - 0 a . m.
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